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Four years passed ere Mr. Mason's prediction was put
to the test, and the intervening time was mainly occupied
by a continuation of the Kansas strife. The prevailing
gloom in the Northern mind was reflected in a letter writ-
ten by Trumbull to Professor J. B. Turner, of Jackson-
ville, Illinois, dated Alton, October 19,1857, from which
the following is an extract:

Our free institutions are undergoing a fearful trial, nothing
less, as I can conceive, than a struggle with those now in power,
who are attempting to subvert the very basis upon which they
rest. Things are now being done in the name of the Constitu-
tion which the framers of that instrument took special pains to
guard against, and which they did provide against as plainly as
human language could do it. The recent use of the army in
Kansas, to say nothing of the complicity of the administration
with the frauds and outrages which have heen committed in that
territory, presents as clear a case of usurpation as could well be
imagined. Whether the people can be waked up to the change
which their government is undergoing in time to prevent it, is
the question. I believe they can. I will not believe that the free
people of this great country will quietly suffer their government,
established for the protection of life and liberty, to be changed ,
into a slaveholding oligarchy whose chief object is the spread
and perpetuation of negro slavery and the degradation of free
white labor.

Soon after the inauguration of Buchanan, Robert J.
Walker, of Mississippi, was appointed by him governor
of Kansas Territory. Walker was a native of Pennsyl-
vania and a man of good repute. He had been Secretary
of the Treasury under President Polk, and was the author
of the Tariff of 1846. When he arrived in Kansas steps
had already been taken by the territorial legislature for
electing members of. a constitutional convention with a
view to admission to the Union as a state. Governor
Walker urged the Free State men to participate in this
election, promising them fair treatment and an honester-general in the Union army
